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September 17, 2025

Dawn News

President Zardari pledges support for Chinese new energy vehicles
Syed Irfan Raza

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari assured a major Chinese car maker on Tuesday
that the government would provide policy support for new energy vehicles (NEV), electric
buses and local production of components. In a meeting with Yin Tongyue, the chairman of
Chery Automobile Company Ltd, the president encouraged the firm to explore joint ventures
in electric buses, mini trucks, green energy solutions and charging infrastructure. He also
highlighted opportunities for collaboration with Pakistani companies in manufacturing,
minerals and energy storage solutions. Mr Yin briefed the president and his delegation on
Chery Auto’s global operations, its commitment to technological innovation, and its
achievements in international markets. Meanwhile, Zhu Xiaoping, CEO and Co-founder of
SUS Environment Technology, a leading Chinese waste management company, also called
on the president. Discussions focused on urban waste management, waste-to-energy projects
and integrated treatment solutions. President Zardari underlined Pakistan’s need for modern
waste management systems, especially in Sindh, and welcomed the prospect of cooperation.
Mr Zhu shared his firm’s experience in advanced waste treatment and expressed an interest in
investing in Pakistan. In a separate meeting with Chen Jining, secretary of the Communist
Party of China (CPC), President Zardari reaffirmed that Pakistan-China ties are unshakeable,
saying that while spoilers and hostile elements may try to harm the relationship, they will
never succeed. Once a manufacturing hub, the city has become a major centre of the services
industry, with significant investments in healthcare and education, resulting in higher life
expectancy than other parts of China.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1942542/president-zardari-pledges-support-for-chinese-new-
energy-vehicles
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Business Recorder

Minister reaffirm Pakistans deepening maritime cooperation with China

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
has reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to deepening maritime cooperation with China,
aiming to position Gwadar as a key regional hub for trade and connectivity.

Chairing a meeting on the 2025-2029 maritime action plans here on Wednesday, Junaid
Chaudhry outlined the framework’s focus on advancing marine economy development,
sustainable resource use, scientific research, and environmental protection under the China—
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Describing the initiative as vital for linking Pakistan with Afghanistan, Central Asia, the
Middle East, and Africa, the minister highlighted major infrastructure projects such as
Gwadar Port expansion, completion of Free Zone Stage Il, and fast-tracking East Bay
Expressway Phase Il to boost accessibility. Integration of the New Gwadar International
Airport with the port was also prioritized to enhance multi-transit connectivity.

The framework encourages adoption of electronic data interchange and smart port
technologies to connect Gwadar with Chinese and global shipping networks. It also includes
development of port-related industries, warehousing, and cold storage facilities to facilitate
regional trade and transhipment.

Beyond infrastructure, the plan promotes science, industry, and tourism cooperation,
including joint marine science research centers, CPEC Industrial Parks for fisheries,
shipbuilding, and aquaculture, plus maritime tourism ventures like cruises and water sports
along Balochistan’s coast.

Education and sustainability are cross-cutting priorities, with academic partnerships and
training exchanges between Pakistani and Chinese institutions to develop skilled manpower
in logistics, port operations, and fisheries. The plan aligns with Belt and Road’s 'green energy
& ocean' goals to balance growth with environmental protection.

Junaid Chaudhry emphasized that the 2025-2029 Action Plan demonstrates Pakistan’s
resolve to build a resilient maritime economy and consolidate strategic ties with China,
strengthening Pakistan’s maritime presence and advancing shared prosperity under the CPEC
framework.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40383339/minister-reaffirm-pakistans-deepening-maritime-
cooperation-with-china



https://www.brecorder.com/news/40383339/minister-reaffirm-pakistans-deepening-maritime-cooperation-with-china
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40383339/minister-reaffirm-pakistans-deepening-maritime-cooperation-with-china

Gleanings from the National and Chinese Press China-Pakistan and CPEC

September 19, 2025

Pakistan Observer

SCO Summit 2025 A Pakistan Observer interaction with Ambassador of
the People’s Republic of China Jiang Zaidong

Abdullah Gauhar Malik

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit in Tianjin from August 31 to
September 1 came at a time when the world is in a flux. Within the first 9 months of his
presidency, Donald Trump has come up with policies that many are calling disruptive. A
tariff war that has more or less upended global trade and a foreign policy that is questionable
at the very least has alienated many that thought of themselves as allies creating grounds for
what is now being increasingly called the New World Order — a sight where leaders of China,
Russia, North Korea and Pakistan walk shoulder to shoulder. At the same time, Chinese
President Xi Jinping used the summit to launch the Global Governance Initiative. An
initiative that is being said to be rooted in sovereign equality, international law,
multilateralism, and a people centered approach along with the pledging of new loans and the
creation of an SCO development bank. The Tianjin Declaration carried the same spirit,
calling for the creation of “a more just multipolar world order”. The summit was followed by
a military parade in Beijing, commemorating the victory in World War Il, where China put
on display advanced capabilities ranging from stealth aircraft to what many are calling ‘next-
generation’ defense systems. For the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the summit came with
tangible outcomes and reflection of the People’s Republic’s continuity and confidence in the
strategic partnership developed over time. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s meeting with
President Xi and Premier Li went beyond theatrics and the setting of illusionary optics,
resulting in an ‘Action Plan for 2025-2029’ including more than a dozen MOUs and CPEC
formally entering in its next phase titled ‘CPEC 2.0’ broadening the scope of cooperation into
industrial zones, trade corridors, digital infrastructure, and people-to-people exchanges.
Educational initiatives and cultural collaboration were also emphasized along with energy
and connectivity projects, signalling that the partnership now transcends brick and mortar. In
a press briefing with His Excellency Jiang Zaidong, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of
China to Pakistan, he stressed that the SCO embodies a vision of trust, equality, and
prosperity. He underlined China’s intent to continue standing by Pakistan as both a friend and
a partner, with the goal of ensuring that cooperation translates into tangible benefits for the
people. Looking ahead, the SCO’s evolution will be measured not just by summit
declarations but by the lived experiences of its member states. For Pakistan, the dividends of
Tianjin will be felt if students find greater access to scholarships, if industries benefit from
expanded markets, and if communities see more reliable infrastructure. The summit’s
message was clear: in a volatile world, the SCO offers a platform of stability, connectivity,
and partnership and Pakistan is firmly embedded in that vision. https://pakobserver.net/sco-
summit-2025-a-pakistan-observer-interaction-with-ambassador-of-the-peoples-republic-of-
china-jiang-zaidong/
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The Express Tribune

Pakistan, China to boost cooperation from Xinjiang to northern areas

President Asif Ali Zardari on Friday voiced hope that expanding linkages between China’s
Xinjiang region and Pakistan’s northern areas would help cement cultural and economic ties
between the two countries.

Meeting Communist Party Secretary of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region Chen
Xiaojiang in Urumqi, the president said he looked forward to the day when Pakistan and
China could be easily accessed by road.

He reaffirmed Islamabad’s commitment to working with Beijing against terrorism and
extremism, while enhancing cooperation in agriculture, manufacturing, livestock, industry,
mining and emerging technologies.

Underscoring Xinjiang’s central role in the

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), Zardari urged greater industrial and agricultural
collaboration and pointed to the opportunities offered by Special Economic Zones in Gilgit-
Baltistan.

He also invited people from Xinjiang to visit Pakistan’s northern regions, declaring that
Pakistan “will always remain China’s most reliable partner and trusted friend.”

Chen, in his remarks, highlighted Xinjiang’s transformation into a hub of prosperity and
stability,

reporting that its GDP had surpassed 5.6 trillion yuan. He said the region was advancing in
agriculture and livestock while addressing the root causes of extremism and terrorism.

He expressed readiness to deepen government-to-government and business-to-business
cooperation with Pakistan, particularly in agriculture, livestock, mining and industry, while
reaffirming support for closer collaboration on security and counter-terrorism.

Last week, President Zardari reaffirmed that Pakistan and China would continue to expand
collaboration in defence production and aviation, further deepening their all-weather strategic
partnership.

He said the J-10 and JF-17 had greatly strengthened the Pakistan Air Force, a fact clearly
demonstrated during May 2025°s Marka-e-Haq and Operation Bunyanum Marsoos.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2567768/pakistan-china-to-boost-cooperation-from-xinjiang-to-
northern-areas
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Pakistan Observer

President witnesses signing of MoUs to expand Pak-China cooperation

President Asif Ali Zardari on Friday witnessed the signing of three Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) between Pakistani and Chinese enterprises to expand cooperation in
different sectors. The first MoU was signed between Loyang Modern Biotechnologies and
the Government of Sindh, represented by Minister Nasir Shah. It focuses on modernising
Pakistan’s livestock industry. The second MoU was signed between Beijing Asian Africa
Longyue and ASM Services. It relates to the promotion and construction of a modern textile
industrial park in Pakistan. The third MoU was signed between Sichuan Chuanxiao Fire
Trucks Manufacturing Company and ASM Services. It sets out a framework for cooperation
in supply, distribution, sales, and after-sale services of fire trucks and advanced emergency
equipment for Pakistan. Speaking on the occasion, President Asif Ali Zardari said these
MoUs would open new avenues of cooperation between Pakistan and China in sectors that
directly support Pakistan’s economic growth and public welfare. He noted that modernising
the livestock industry would help improve food security and create job opportunities in rural
areas, the textile park will boost industrial development and exports, while the partnership on
fire trucks and emergency equipment will strengthen Pakistan’s capacity to respond to
disasters and protect communities. During his earlier visit to Shanghai, the President of
Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between MFTC Coal Gasification & Manufacturing (Pvt) Ltd and Sino Sindh Resources
(Pvt.) Limited, a subsidiary of Shanghai Electric, aimed at further comprehensive exploration
and utilization of Thar Blockl Integrated Energy Project. The ceremony took place on
September 15. On the same day, the president met with participants of the Project High-
Quality Operation Elite Program, which is being held from September 10 to 19, according to
a report carried by Gwadar Pro on Friday. The program brings together 17 Pakistani
employees from various departments within the Project for professional training and
exchange in Shanghai. Thar Block-1 Integrated Energy Project High-Quality Operation Elite
Program, photo provided to GP. During their stay, the trainees received systematic technical
training and gained in-depth knowledge of advanced operations and maintenance
management experience. In his address, the president encouraged them to cherish the learning
opportunities, improve their professional skills and apply what they have learned to
contribute to the high-quality development of the project and further deepen the traditional
friendship between Pakistan and China. Chairman of Shanghai Electric, Mr. Wu Lei briefed
that since entering the Pakistani market in 1992, the company has been involved in the
construction of key projects including Sahiwal Coal-fired Power Project and Thar Block-1
Integrated Energy Project. Throughout implementation, these projects have provided training
opportunities for more than 10,800 local professionals, including more than 8,500 engineers
and technical personnel. htips://pakobserver.net/president-witnesses-signing-of-mous-to-
expand-pak-china-cooperation/
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Dawn News

President Zardari visits Kashgar free trade zone in China

KASHGAR: President Asif Ali Zardari on Saturday visited the Kashgar Free Trade Zone, the
only facility of its kind in southern Xinjiang and an important hub for trade and logistics in
the region.

The president was received by Yao Ning, CPC Party Secretary of Kashgar, and was briefed
on the zone’s growth since its establishment in 2015.

Spread over 3.56 square kilometres, the zone brings together bonded warehousing, logistics,
processing, customs clearance, and air freight services. It has trade links with 118 countries,
with exports ranging from electric vehicles and batteries to solar cells, high-tech goods, and
auto parts.
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President Zardari was informed that the zone is connected by road, rail and air to both Asia
and Europe, with its own international airport. It is linked with the Sost port in Gilgit-
Baltistan, just 400km away, and with Gwadar port at a distance of 2,000km. The zone
handles both imports and exports through these routes.

Officials briefed the president on the digital trade centre established in 2024, now home to
more than 5,400 companies, and the cross-border e-commerce exhibition centre showcasing
duty-free products from across Central Asia, Europe and beyond.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1943553/president-zardari-visits-kashgar-free-trade-zone-in-
china

The News

Zardari visits Kashgar Free Trade Zone, vows to boost Pak-China
economic linkages

Asim Yasin

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari on Saturday visited the Kashgar Free Trade Zone
(FTZ), the only facility of its kind in southern Xinjiang and a key hub for trade and logistics
in the region.

Upon arrival, he was received by Yao Ning, CPC Party Secretary of Kashgar, who briefed
him on the zone’s rapid growth since its establishment in 2015. Spread over 3.56 square
kilometres, the FTZ integrates bonded warehousing, logistics, processing, customs clearance,
and air freight services. It has established trade links with 118 countries, exporting products
ranging from electric vehicles and batteries to solar cells, high-tech goods, and auto parts.

Officials informed the president that the FTZ is connected by road, rail, and air to both Asia
and Europe, with its own international airport. The zone is directly linked to Pakistan via the
Sost port in Gilgit-Baltistan, just 400 kilometres away, and to Gwadar port at a distance of
2,000 kilometres, facilitating smooth handling of imports and exports.

President Zardari also toured stalls and kiosks representing several countries, including
Central Asian republics, European nations, South Korea, and Japan. He was further briefed
on the digital trade centre established in 2024, which now hosts more than 5,400 companies,
as well as the cross-border e-commerce exhibition centre showcasing duty-free products from
across Central Asia, Europe, and beyond.

Another highlight of the briefing was the “Two Countries, Twin Parks” initiative, which
includes an authorised Uzbekistan industrial park enabling warehouse-to-warehouse delivery
within 72 hours. A Kyrgyzstan-backed park, still under development, is planned for
automotive assembly and LED production. Senator Saleem Mandviwalla, Sindh Minister
Nasir Hussain Shah, along with Pakistan’s Ambassador to China and the Chinese
Ambassador to  Pakistan, accompanied the president during his  visit.
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/1345221-zardari-visits-kashgar-free-trade-zone-vows-to-
boost-pak-china-economic-linkages
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Pakistan, China to finalise roadmap for CPEC 2.0 at JCC meeting: Ahsan
Igbal

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Ahsan
Igbal has said that Pakistan and China will finalise the strategy to implement the action plan
for the second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) during the 14th
meeting of the Joint Coordination Committee (JCC).

Speaking before his departure on Sunday to attend the JCC meeting scheduled to be held in
Beijing on September 26, the minister said the JCC session would give “practical shape” to
the roadmap for CPEC Phase-I1. “During Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s recent visit, the
2025-29 Action Plan was finalised. Now, we will evolve a strategy for its implementation,”
he told reporters.

Calling China “Pakistan’s most reliable friend” that had stood by the country in every
difficult time, Igbal said both countries would “work step by step for mutual prosperity” in
the coming years. He noted that Pakistan’s economic indicators were showing marked
improvement and the country was “entering a new era of growth and prosperity” with the
second phase of CPEC.

Reviewing the first phase, Igbal said Pakistan had focused on infrastructure and energy
projects, completing major schemes worth $33 billion through Chinese investment, including
the Sahiwal, Port Qasim and Hub coal power plants, the Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park in
Bahawalpur and the Thar coal project.

He added that a network of motorways and highways had connected the length and breadth of
the country, while Gwadar Port had placed Balochistan on the path of development. Igbal
said CPEC 2.0’s priorities included an “agricultural revolution, modern technology, green
energy and special economic zones”.

During the prime minister’s recent visit to the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit,
Pakistan and China agreed to align CPEC Phase-1I with the government’s five-corridor
‘Uraan Pakistan’ framework — covering growth, livelihood, innovation, green economy and
regional development.

Phase-1l will create jobs, boost exports and lay the foundation for an export-oriented
economy, the planning minister noted. He also noted that while China imports $2 trillion
worth of goods annually, Pakistan’s share was only $3 billion — a gap that CPEC 2.0 could
help bridge.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2568144/pakistan-china-to-finalise-roadmap-for-cpec-20-at-jcc-
meeting-ahsan-igbal
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September 23, 2025
The Nation

China ready to work more vigorously with Pakistan: Jiang Zaidong

ISLAMABAD - Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, Jiang Zaidong, has said that his country
is ready to work more vigorously with Pakistan under the leadership of the two countries for
common development and strengthening strategic partnership. “We are prepared to enhance
trade and business cooperation and to promote security interests. Peoples’ welfare is our
prime objectives,” the Ambassador Jiang asserted while addressing a reception hosted by the
Chinese Embassy to mark the 76th anniversary of Founding Day of China here on Monday.

The reception was largely attended among others by Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani as a chief guest. The participants included civil and military officers, political figures,
diplomats and elite of the city. On the occasion, the Ambassador extended heartfelt thanks to
the government and people of Pakistan for their warm sentiments towards China.

The ambassador said, the friendship between Pakistan and China was strong and deep as
Pakistan was a brotherly country.
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He spoke high about Sino-Pak ties, stating: “China-Pakistan relations have a long and
profound history.”

At present, as the world undergoes profound changes unseen in a century at an accelerated
pace, a strong China-Pakistan relationship is not only conducive to safeguarding the common
interests of the two countries, but also to safeguarding peace and development in the region
and even the world, he mentioned.

“Standing at a new historical starting point, we are ready to work with Pakistan to further
deepen the iron-clad friendship and all-dimensional cooperation between the two countries.”

He asserted that China will support Pakistan’s efforts of enhancing its counter-terrorism
capacity building, creating a favourable environment for both Pakistan’s development and
China-Pakistan cooperation.

“In short, we are ready to work with Pakistan to accelerate the building of an even closer
China-Pakistan community with a shared future in the new era, so as to better benefit the
peoples of both countries,” he said. Speaking on the occasion, Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani
thanked China for its all-out support to Pakistan for its socio-economic well-being, under
CPEC.

He paid rich tributes to Chinese leadership for taking China to new heights.

“Pakistan and China are iron brothers. Our All Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership
continues to grow from strength to strength.”

He also reaffirmed the resolve that Pakistan would continue to work closely with China to
further strengthen its bilateral ties across all spheres, and promote regional peace, stability
and prosperity.

He hoped the wonderful people of China will keep growing with a passage of time.

He emphasized that this abiding relationship has stood the test of time and evolved into an
All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership.

He reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to further strengthening bilateral ties in all domains —
including regional connectivity, development, and people-to-people linkages — and
expressed confidence that the iron-clad friendship will continue to flourish in the years ahead.

He praised China’s remarkable development trajectory and reaffirmed Pakistan’s steadfast
commitment to this time-tested partnership. He reaffirmed the bond as one that is deeply
embedded in the hearts of the people and a pillar of regional stability. The event concluded
with a cake-cutting ceremony, denoting festive spirit of the occasion.

https://www.nation.com.pk/23-Sep-2025/china-ready-work-vigorously-pakistan-jiang-
zaidong



https://www.nation.com.pk/23-Sep-2025/china-ready-work-vigorously-pakistan-jiang-zaidong
https://www.nation.com.pk/23-Sep-2025/china-ready-work-vigorously-pakistan-jiang-zaidong

Gleanings from the National and Chinese Press China-Pakistan and CPEC

Jang News

JLB) Cpmn) ¢ QS Ny adl ga S 855, o9 Mgl (e Sl ala a1 e gd 1S Sy ou

odlal S (S (i3 ) S il g JU1 (pueal Clali) pam gl 5 (5 G2 mgeaie )5 GHB5(JAS i )ald 2Dl
sy 8 S o AS LS (e Cun Gl Wl 0 ) Bl JB e (S50 - 8 s O IS S8 e
Sdee Y S 5 58 Sy o e o o a0 B8 lan @dlge S 8055 Lyl Jadia e She s e
Gl 5 e Kn S i 26 0la) U514 8 (o o > )oieS Ol S Qi Sila 2 UK e
AS B JEASL ) G (e B oilaacld gilu € Sl (e 5368 JSlia ¢ o g alaie] b 1S LSl
Side da e 50 I8 Sy e S o 53 I55 Glee € Jae adY LS 38 Sy s (e o o0 o ¢ DS
S 1S 292025 (e st S plael ps s AS LS sl oS lay aBlge S 555 ) b e
S b sl B eilae QSIS s LS e dee A S s dee Ly ol WS L s 5 00
(O 0 e R S e il )W) (e o Jle gl 0068 aila (S G e

https://e.jang.com.pk/detail/961970

O 08 ) uma

e R e e iy S LG s o S il 1Y S Gy (S il S sl glisl
ane o5 Ll el psh S Jle g ) S S G Gl G 003 S D e S (5l Gl caal
Gfia (S b S ) Sl e s S dils sl Gl i (S GLSL S (s AL (Sl (S )
=S @dlse ) S sl 5l LS Sy o (lelS St Gl (e ol Gl S 0l)) e 2 S
=S O D S e Iy

O3l ol Al S 3 ab oada (e dsase ol jan SO Js) 610 e AS gt b pald (S 250 o)
S 5S L& LS ad S lee Caefa s AT g G Jel o e 5 o)l s HeBas im0 WS 0,50 1S
3B ol Jled pe Se Allle 2 50 S Wiy JLeBad . o el (s sl sabeal KD ) (S G5 O
e o i o oed Gl 1S RS s e g S el Sen o 5S50e 1S Cania sl o sIUSE s
gealy 5 ustlae ) U s s e 0soed O -2 13 Bl 18 IS Gl U s (S bl lad
¢ o g SBe 5 alie Sl S a5l LSl S Gl S L) G 253 S5 S e i pae 0 m AS LS
26 Qmn g

o Oy (S Oslad S LSy S LS L By e S SIS S o) m (helS 630 SOV (S 250 ol
S S5 naat QB S (B e g e sl (S (e Cipea S USL m pd S el LSS
o) oS UseS a0 b alae el e e Ol S il ) gl gl S L 8 e g e
IS sigmaie nS jidia o2 3 —nd S Cafime BindS ) (o2 IUSE B gy (San nilial (el slay ) Biss 02l
Ko Slamadlse o) S8, 35, Jus O sa i (S Qs s LS LS (e

o eS ldlad el w8 o o o sl GUSh L s (S 000 a0 Ol S S S sl gl
oS Gt din L8 LS Gy 58 1S 53e S s ol ot oS CSllas i Ot oS i o S
S5 S (0l (0 I pem gt o (S o8 ) i U5 S (o JIH ) i s S
-éuﬁqlﬂ\)brmkw

Sy 2 e s e Sl gl (S s, e abal gl o)) e I Sdea (bl e (S 250
GSQMSQASQSMLJA:\:\U}?J‘b‘ﬂéd)\d‘)‘)‘)uu‘J}\%bﬁaguﬂphw\ﬁﬁw‘u\‘)j)é,s&)\.;
2 Ssse (S 60 S sl o S ok os SIS s hsae 356 S Gl Gl il S G el
éijsw\C.ul:\l.&‘ru‘G@_jkllﬂt.;\é‘jj‘_’Cﬂ/ﬁ:\%)}ﬂ&d&&ﬂ@b)ﬁyqﬁaw/\:3/\51.:33?&;\:!/\:1‘5@
EGMQXQGAJE&LWMJJQQQAQ@\LB@\&\ﬂuupu_q:lé\}:\.b)wg)a)ﬂjgcuw\.éc\uja

.U:\T\MAA

Sl LSl S LS Bl S ciia Gl b b G s sl lad ) S o) saa A oS3 e
Ao o Fe pl o O B Sl gl S s e e Jallgd g eS ) sl (S S



Gleanings from the National and Chinese Press China-Pakistan and CPEC

Ser rial sl Jsdb il S o) L) o)) Gle caal jua Sl ol g LS 18w e S gy Gl e i)
ey~ ola (S Ol S oo e AL Sl 0SS DB 18l Gl dedud g o S S 03
= b plie 5 8 e (e

s A G Gra AS G el Dl () S sl 3o (el QLI b s Vs (000 S iy
2 s alle S AS W iy o e 50 sl S UML) Dda o S (S U aed sl (S el (e
N W e 1S Gl e (5368 USie s 2 dsm e Campd Jasime Lyl SOl Gy S ) S (a0 LS
D8 Cmaa el LS e (0 O (S 5 Ol e (el e ASL LS LTS slaie) il LSl b s
2SO e Sele S Sl i i i b e ipeate B S il i

Es S GBS Aben Ope Sl AS LS mals e 2 05 My e e 0 kS Oxe SRl
Sl S slal (e eSS 5l (AU e gsedlal s S s 5K Lop 29a e LIS
5033 gk Gl o0 a3 S Sl (s3m s et (S ka5 i8I 1y s e el S
“ih S B S s i Sy o L) S e g Cua ) ela KO

O Ay I S Gl - o Jae K ) SOV e g (S Sl 050 m IS (505 a2 B Lo WS
=S Oslad e (else ) S Gl e b 2 IS e (B e Cafima - S (il S g SS
st i S S S US Rlal S s O a8 om0 S o S e (B SO) S sl o e
= 0 S Gl Gl Gl (e s s o e 0 ) Sl AS (a0 g2 Sl e

https://e.jang.com.pk/detail/961499
September 24, 2025
The Nation

Home Away from Home

China and Pakistan are all-weather strategic cooperative partners and
iron-clad friends.

Jiang Zaidong

From 12 to 21 September, President Asif Ali Zardari was invited to attend the opening
ceremony of the 2025 Golden Panda International Cultural Forum and subsequently visited
Sichuan Province, Shanghai Municipality, and the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. This
was President Zardari’s second visit to China following his state visit in February — a vivid
testament to his deep affection for the Chinese people and the great importance he attaches to
China—Pakistan relations. As President Zardari wrote in China Daily, “As I recall my
frequent visits to China over the past several decades, | have always considered China my
home away from home. The warmth and hospitality extended to me and my family, and the
steadfast support given to the people of Pakistan on every occasion are cherished impressions
etched in my memory.” During this journey to his “home away from home,” President
Zardari traversed three provincial-level administrative regions, visited four destinations, met
with heads of local governments, and engaged with ordinary Chinese citizens. This trip added
new chapters to the legendary China—Pakistan friendship, advanced practical bilateral
cooperation, and deepened the bond between our two peoples. This was a journey of
civilization and innovation, shaped by mutual commitment. At the opening ceremony of the
Golden Panda Forum held in Chengdu, President Zardari praised the forum for using the
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universal language of art to bridge divides and connect communities across the globe. He
emphasised that the forum exemplifies the Global Civilization Initiative by embracing
diversity of cultures, equality among civilizations, people-to-people exchanges, and dialogue
as a counter to narratives of a “clash of civilizations.” This underlines the forum’s importance
in fostering mutual learning worldwide and reflects the shared aspirations of the two peoples
to deepen cultural exchanges. We have witnessed a host of heartwarming interactions
between the two nations: the film BaTie Girl screened in both countries; the Gandhara Art
Exhibition debuted at the Palace Museum in Beijing; Pakistani mangoes became a sensation
among Chinese netizens; the “Tea for Harmony” cultural activity gained widespread
popularity in Pakistan; numerous Chinese universities now offer Urdu programmes while a
“Study-in-China” trend sweeps Pakistan’s youth; the CPEC Consortium of Universities with
over 130 members was officially established; and First Lady Aseefa Bhutto Zardari had an
intimate encounter with giant pandas in Chengdu. Through such actions, China and Pakistan
are putting into practice President Xi Jinping’s Global Civilization Initiative, promoting
exchanges and mutual learning between Chinese and Islamic civilizations, and embedding
their all-weather friendship deeply in the hearts of both peoples. During his stay in Sichuan,
President Zardari took the Fuxing high-speed train from Chengdu to Mianyang, experiencing
firsthand the efficiency and quality of China’s high-speed rail network. He lauded China’s
strength in scientific and technological innovation and expressed eager anticipation for
accelerating the joint construction of the “Corridor of Innovation,” enriching and expanding
the scope of their all-weather strategic cooperation. In recent years, China—Pakistan
cooperation in science and technology has progressed steadily: the cultivation of low-erucic
acid and low-glucosinolates rapeseed in Pakistan has yielded high outputs; 1,000 Pakistani
agricultural graduates have studied in China; the Orange Line has become an iconic landmark
in Lahore; the first overseas project of Hualong One nuclear technology has been put into
operation in Karachi; an agreement on joint astronaut selection and training has been signed,;
and China has helped Pakistan launch remote-sensing satellites. China stands ready to align
supply and demand with Pakistan, achieve mutual complementarity, and unlock greater
potential for the Corridor of Innovation. This was also a journey of enlightenment and
collaboration. At the Memorial Hall of the First National Congress of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) in Shanghai, President Zardari wrote in the visitor’s book: “It all began here
104 years ago. This memorial tells us about the historical role played by the CPC in China’s
liberation and rise as a major global power. Thanks to President Xi Jinping, China has
become a major global economic power, and China—Pakistan friendship has developed at
great speed.” Since its founding, the CPC has been dedicated to the happiness of the Chinese
people and the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Under President Xi Jinping’s leadership
and the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era, the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation has entered an irreversible historical
process. Both China and Pakistan are at critical stages of development and rejuvenation.
China is willing to strengthen exchanges on governance experience, draw wisdom from each
other’s development journeys, and work together to embark on a new path to modernization.
In Shanghai, President Zardari experienced the city’s vitality firsthand. He visited Shanghai
Electric Group and witnessed the signing of cooperation documents. Shanghai, as China’s
economic and financial hub and a frontier of reform and opening-up, plays a pivotal role in
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all-round China—Pakistan cooperation. The China International Import Expo (CIIE) held
annually in Shanghai attracts numerous Pakistani enterprises, boosting exports of Pakistani
products to China. Shanghai Electric’s investment in the Thar Engro Coal Power Project has
helped Pakistan leverage its resources to enhance energy security and contributed to local
employment and income growth, especially for women. Chinese financial institutions such as
the Shanghai Stock Exchange have acquired stakes in the Pakistan Stock Exchange,
deepening financial ties. Since becoming sister cities in 1984, Shanghai and Karachi have
steadily elevated their exchanges and cooperation. China is ready to work with Pakistan to
implement the consensuses reached by the two countries’ leaders, give full play to the
comprehensive effects of CPEC, focus on industry, agriculture, and mining, expand
cooperation in emerging fields, deepen local and cultural exchanges, and inject new
momentum into bilateral ties. This was also a journey of friendship, anchored in brotherhood.
The final stop of President Zardari’s visit was Xinjiang, coinciding with the 70th anniversary
of the founding of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. Amid a grand and joyful
atmosphere, he visited Urumgi and Kashgar, toured the Xinjiang Islamic Institute, engaged
with local Muslims, and witnessed the unity of all ethnic groups building a harmonious
community. He visited Urumgqi’s Urban Operations and Management Center, observed how
smart solutions serve society, offered prayers at the Id Kah Mosque in Kashgar, saw the
Kashgar Comprehensive Bonded Zone linking Xinjiang with Pakistan, and met Pakistani
students at Kashi University, encouraging them to acquire knowledge and skills to serve their
motherland and strengthen China—Pakistan friendship. President Zardari said, “Returning to
Xinjiang after many vyears, | am very pleased to see the tremendous development
achievements here. I will encourage more people from all walks of life in Pakistan to visit
Xinjiang, and continue to deepen and expand the all-weather friendship between China and
Pakistan.” His words represent high recognition of Xinjiang’s development. Since the 18th
CPC National Congress, under President Xi Jinping’s care, Xinjiang has achieved its best
development in history. In 2024, its GDP exceeded 2 trillion RMB for the first time; per
capita disposable income surpassed 30,000 RMB; public satisfaction with security reached
99.42%; and tourist visits exceeded 300 million. Xinjiang has refuted false propaganda with
facts, balancing development and security and becoming a model admired both in China and
abroad. China and Pakistan are all-weather strategic cooperative partners and iron-clad
friends. From the hometown of giant pandas to the banks of the Huangpu River, from the
“Red Site” of the CPC’s founding to the beautiful land of Xinjiang, President Zardari’s
journey across mountains and seas to his “home away from home” has once again added a
new chapter to the iron-clad friendship between China and Pakistan. China is willing to work
with Pakistan to implement the outcomes of President Zardari’s visit, advance the Action
Plan to Foster an Even Closer China—Pakistan Community with a Shared Future in the New
Era (2025-2029), set an example for building a community with a shared future among
neighbouring countries, and contribute to building a community with a shared future for
mankind.

https://www.nation.com.pk/24-Sep-2025/home-away-home
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Pakistan Observer

CPEC 2.0 takes off at 14th JCC Meeting on Sept. 26 in Beijing

BEIWJING - Pakistan and China are entering new era of cooperation as 14th meeting of the
Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC) on the China—Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is set
to be held in major push for CPEC Phase 2.0.

Officials from both sides hailed the session as a historic milestone that transitions the
Corridor from its first decade of energy and infrastructure development to a new stage
prioritizing people, youth, sustainability, inclusivity, and long-term prosperity. Over the past
decade, CPEC has already delivered transformative results by adding 8,904 megawatts of
electricity to Pakistan’s grid, constructing 888 kilometers of highways and motorways,
generating more than 200,000 jobs, and turning Gwadar into a regional hub of connectivity
and trade.

The agenda of 14th JCC outlined several forward-looking initiatives. In the field of youth
development, Pakistan and China are launching new scholarship and training programs to
provide young Pakistanis with advanced skills in software development, artificial
intelligence, digital governance, and emerging technologies. The meeting also approved the
establishment of Innovation Hubs and Technology Parks under the Innovation Corridor to
strengthen Pakistan’s knowledge-based economy.

For economic diversification, two sides endorsed the Pakistan Export Promotion Digital
Platform (PEP-DP) to expand trade beyond traditional Western markets and enhance access
to China, Central Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. This will be complemented by the
creation of export-oriented Special Economic Zones (SEZs) designed to attract industrial
relocation and create more jobs.
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On Gwadar’s development, the committee agreed to expand port operations through the
Gwadar Overseas Port Company, advancing its transformation into a smart port city. Coastal
economy projects in fisheries, logistics, and maritime trade will also be undertaken. To
ensure inclusivity, provinces and regions will benefit from tailored projects.

Punjab will see agro-based SEZs, Sindh will focus on coastal trade and industry, KP will
harness its energy and mineral potential, Balochistan will gain from Gwadar and rural
revitalization programs while Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan will see
investments in hydropower and tourism.

Another major priority under CPEC Phase 2.0 is climate resilience and green growth. JCC
decided to establish Climate Response Teams and pilot districts for climate adaptation, while
also advancing joint projects in renewable energy, smart irrigation, and climate-smart
agriculture under the Green Corridor.

The rural revitalization will be pursued under Livelihood Corridor, focusing on modernized
agriculture, vocational training, women’s entrepreneurship, poverty alleviation, and digital
inclusion. Islamabad and Beijing also agreed to expand cooperation in space and satellite
technologies, which will enhance communication systems, climate monitoring, and disaster
management capabilities.

The new phase is anchored in the alignment of Pakistan’s 5Es of Uraan Pakistan Exports, E-
Pakistan, Energy, Environment, Equity & Empowerment with the 5Cs of CPEC Phase 2.0
Growth, Innovation, Green, Openness, and Livelihood. This vision makes the partnership
people-centric by directly improving lives, youth-centric by investing in skills and education,
and future-centric by addressing climate resilience, digital transformation, and global
competitiveness.

Officials stressed that 14th JCC represents not just continuity but transformation in Pakistan—
China relations. It signals a shift away from brick-and-mortar projects towards human
development, skills, and sustainability, while positioning Pakistan as a regional hub for trade,
green growth, and innovation.

https://pakobserver.net/cpec-2-0-takes-off-at-14th-jcc-meeting-on-sept-26-in-beijing/
September 26, 2025
The Nation

Ahsan Igbal says CPEC Phase Two to usher in new era of development

Federal Minister for Planning Ahsan Igbal on Friday said the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) would open a new era of growth and opportunity, particularly for the
country’s youth.

He was speaking at the inaugural session of the 14th Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC)
meeting in Beijing, co-chaired by the planning ministers of Pakistan and China and attended
by senior officials and experts from both sides.
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Igbal said Pakistan and China were “iron brothers” bound by trust and a shared destiny. He
noted that under CPEC Phase One, 8,000 megawatts of electricity were added to the national
grid, 888 kilometers of highways were constructed, and Gwadar was developed from a small
fishing town into Pakistan’s maritime gateway.

Highlighting future plans, the minister said CPEC Phase Two would focus on youth
development through 10,000 PhD scholarships, innovation centers, and reforms in
underdeveloped districts, drawing from China’s poverty alleviation model.

He said proposals had been made to establish export-oriented Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in Karachi and Islamabad. The new phase would also include agricultural reforms,
electric vehicle projects, a mining corridor, and border markets.

Igbal announced that a 300-megawatt solar project in Gilgit-Baltistan would help end load-
shedding, while Pakistan aimed to generate 60% of its energy from clean sources by 2030.

Under the Digital Silk Road initiative, he said, projects on 5G, fiber optics, data centers,
artificial intelligence, and quantum technology would be launched. He added that Pakistan
attached the highest priority to the security of CPEC projects and Chinese personnel.

https://www.nation.com.pk/26-Sep-2025/ahsan-ighal-says-cpec-phase-two-usher-new-era-
development

The News

Pakistan, China set to launch CPEC Phase 2.0 with high-stakes dialogue
today

Mehtab Haider

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China will formally launch the next phase of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) today, Friday, as the 14th Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC)
meeting convenes in Beijing. The high stakes talks mark the official commencement of
CPEC Phase 2.0. Both sides will explore possibilities for resolving the lingering controversy
over capacity payments for Chinese independent power producers (IPPs), partial financing of
the Mainline-1 (ML-1) railway project and the Karakoram Highway (KKH) and enabling the
use of Chinese Yuan in certain regions of Pakistan.

The JCC will also focus on enhancing security mechanisms for Chinese personnel working in
Pakistan. China aims to promote the use of renminbi (RMB) in Gwadar and other parts of the
country. Pakistan has requested China to extend the repayment period for outstanding
liabilities owed to Chinese IPPs to create fiscal space for reducing electricity costs. Although
Islamabad made this request several months ago, no significant progress has been made.
Beijing now appears hesitant to commit additional resources, making partial financing for
ML-1 and KKH more likely. Pakistan has also formally requested the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) for partial funding of ML-1, though it remains unclear which entity will lead the
financing of this long-awaited project.
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Over the past decade, China has invested approximately $27 billion under CPEC, including
$16 billion in Chinese IPPs and the remainder in infrastructure projects.

With Chinese support, Pakistan has added 8,904 MW of power to the national grid,
constructed 888 km of motorways and highways, developed Gwadar Port—including an
airport and Special Economic Zone—and created an estimated 200,000 jobs.

Both countries intend to launch new Pakistan—China Scholarship and Training Programmes
to equip youth with cutting-edge skills in software, artificial intelligence, digital governance,
and advanced technologies. Innovation Hubs and Technology Parks will be established under
an Innovation Corridor to strengthen Pakistan’s knowledge economy. The Pakistan Export
Promotion Digital Platform (PEP-DP) has been approved to diversify exports beyond
traditional Western markets by connecting directly with China, Central Asia, the Middle East,
and Africa. Export-oriented Special Economic Zones (SEZs) are also being developed to
boost industrial relocation and job creation.

Gwadar Port operations may be expanded through the Gwadar Overseas Port Company, with
new coastal development projects under consideration. Agreements are expected to ensure
provincial participation, with each region benefiting according to its strengths: Punjab (agro-
based SEZs), Sindh (coastal trade and industry), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (energy and minerals),
Balochistan (Gwadar and rural revitalisation), and Azad Jammu & Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan (hydropower and tourism).

Both sides may establish Climate Response Teams and Pilot Districts for Climate Resilience,
positioning Pakistan as a regional leader in climate adaptation. Joint initiatives in renewable
energy, smart irrigation, and climate-smart agriculture are planned under a Green Corridor.
Projects under a Livelihood Corridor will focus on modernising agriculture, strengthening
rural economies, and introducing vocational training, with an emphasis on poverty
alleviation, women’s entrepreneurship, and digital inclusion.

They are also set to launch new collaborations in space and satellite technologies, enhancing

Pakistan’s capabilities in communication, climate monitoring and disaster management.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/1346411-pakistan-china-set-to-launch-cpec-phase-2-0-
with-high-stakes-dialogue-today
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September 27, 2025
Daily Times

CPEC enters phase 2: A new era of Pakistan-China partnership begins

ISLAMABAD/BEIJING: Pakistan and China have officially entered a new phase of their
landmark partnership as CPEC Phase 2 was formally launched during the 14th Joint
Cooperation Committee (JCC) meeting held in Beijing on Friday.

Despite unresolved issues related to payments owed to Chinese independent power producers
(IPPs), both nations reaffirmed their commitment to deepening cooperation. Planning
Minister Ahsan Igbal called this a “historic milestone,” stating that Phase 2 will transform
CPEC into a corridor of industrial growth, innovation, and shared prosperity.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1375014/cpec-enters-phase-2-a-new-era-of-pakistan-china-
partnership-begins

Pakistan Observer

President’s visit to China deepen ties in diverse fields

To cover the gaps in some previous years, President Asif Ali Zardari’s recent visit to China
has further deepened strategic cooperation, more bilateral economic ties in different areas of
economy.

Pakistan People’s Party leader Senator Saleem Mandviwala expressed these views during a
press conference in president house. He was accompanied by the President Spokesperson
Murtaza Solangi. Saleem Mandviwalla said that the president’s visit was aimed at
strengthening business-to-business ties and fostering public-private partnerships across a a
range of sectors.

He said this was President Zardari’s second official visit to China since assuming office.
However, he said that unlike the first visit when the president met with the top Chinese
leadership, he focused on mid-level Chinese leadership, engaging extensively with provincial
governors and Communist Party officials to promote investment and cooperation.

President Zardari witnessed the signing of six key agreements with various Chinese
institutions in areas including transportation, waste management, energy, education, and
agriculture.

President’s spokesperson Murtaza Solangi highlighted that while President Zardari’s first
visit included meetings with China’s top leadership, including President Xi Jinping, this visit
deliberately focused on provincial-level engagement. “The President visited Shanghai,
Urumgi, Kashgar, and Sichuan, covering a broad spectrum of sectors such as agriculture,
public health, biotechnology, food security, transportation, and education,” he said.

One of the most notable aspects of the visit, Solangi noted, was the unprecedented presence
of Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong, who accompanied President Zardari
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throughout the tour on instructions from Beijing which reflected the level of bilateral
relationships.

Saleem Mandviwala underlining the historic nature of President Zardari’s visit to Kashgar,
making him the first Pakistani head of state to do so said that the visit came at the invitation
of the Chinese government.

He also termed the president’s tour of the Aviation Industry Corporation of China a
milestone, noting that Zardari became the first foreign head of state to be invited to the AVIC
complex. The president was briefed on China’s latest acrospace capabilities including the J-
10 fighter jet, JF-17 Thunder co-production, J-20 stealth aircraft, UAV technologies, and
multi-domain command-and-control systems.

“This visit could pave the way for future agreements for the procurement of advanced
defence technologies from China,” Mandviwala added. Among the key outcomes of the visit
was the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding for the establishment of a Coal
Gasification and Fertilizer Plant in Thar, Sindh, the first of its kind to utilize Thar coal. This
project is expected to address energy needs while supporting Pakistan’s agriculture sector.

The president also witnessed the signing of three additional MoUs focused on modernizing
Pakistan’s livestock industry, construction of a modern textile industrial park, and supply and
after-sales services for fire trucks and emergency equipment, Mandviwalla said adding that
another agreement was signed for waste and tyre recycling in Karachi, while President
Zardari also experienced China’s high-speed rail network, expressing his desire to see similar
technology adopted in Pakistan.

As regards the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, Mandviwalla confirmed that discussions
were held to reinvigorate and expand the initiative. To a question, Mandviwalla clarified that
the agreements and projects signed during the visit were not limited to Sindh, but were meant
to benefit the entire country.

https://pakobserver.net/presidents-visit-to-china-deepen-ties-in-diverse-fields/

The Express Tribune

New phase of CPEC set to boost employment, economic uplift: Ahsan Igbal

Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Igbal has expressed confidence that the next
10 years of CPEC Phase-I1 will have a transformative impact on the lives of people.

Briefing media persons in Beijing after the 14th meeting of Pakistan-China Joint
Coordination Committee, he said the CPEC Phase-Il, which has formally been launched, will
generate employment opportunities and bring about structural changes in Pakistan's economy,
moving it towards becoming a more advanced economy.

He was confident that the outcomes of the Joint Coordination Committee meeting would
further accelerate cooperation between Pakistan and China.

Igbal said the second phase of CPEC focuses on the modernisation of Pakistan's agriculture,
expansion of industrial cooperation and creation of technology partnerships. He said it will
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also focus on deepening people-to-people contacts. He mentioned that CPEC Phase-II
envisages five corridors: the Growth Corridor, Livelihood Corridor, Innovation Corridor,
Green Corridor and Opening-Up/Regional Connectivity Corridor. He said the roadmap laid
down for the second phase of CPEC is people-centric and will promote inclusive
development. Ahsan Igbal said Pakistan will develop a strong capability in the export sector
performance with the Chinese experience. He said both sides have discussed creating a CPEC
future skills program in IT, robotics, fintech and biotechnology, adding that climate-smart
agriculture projects will be introduced for sustainable development. He said the two countries
have agreed to immediately start work on the Karakoram Highway Phase-11 realignment. We
will also work together on a mineral corridor in Balochistan to connect Gwadar with the
minerals in the North of Balochistan. This, he emphasised, will make Gwadar port
commercially very attractive. Assuring full security for Chinese projects and workers in
Pakistan, the Minister for Planning said Pakistan-China friendship is unbreakable and rooted
in mutual trust. He said Pakistan and China together will foil the designs of foreign-
sponsored elements who want to disrupt progress and cooperation between the two countries.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2569264/new-phase-of-cpec-set-to-boost-employment-
economic-uplift-ahsan-igbal

The Nation

Pakistan, China expand coop in space, material sciences

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan and China have agreed to deepen cooperation in space technology,
modern railways, and advanced material sciences as part of the second phase of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), Gwadar Pro reported on Friday quoting the Ministry of
Planning, Development and Special Initiatives. Pakistani engineers are working with Hunan
Satellite Space Technology to co-develop satellites, marking a shift in CPEC from roads and
energy to advanced technologies. Federal Minister for PD&SI Ahsan Igbal said this
partnership would boost Pakistan’s scientific capacity and reflects CPEC’s move into an
innovation-driven phase. During a visit to CRRC Zhuzhou Locomotive Co, Igbal invited the
company to competitively join the Main Line-1 (ML-1) railway project, stressing that
modernization through public-private partnership would cut costs, improve efficiency, and
enhance regional connectivity. He also led a delegation to Zhuzhou Times New Material
Technology Co, where participants learned about China’s advances in material sciences.
Igbal emphasized that industrial modernization and new technologies are vital for Pakistan’s
competitiveness under CPEC Phase Il. Officials said expanded cooperation in space,
railways, and materials will accelerate Pakistan’s economic modernization and highlight
CPEC’s transition from infrastructure to innovation.

https://www.nation.com.pk/27-Sep-2025/pakistan-china-expand-coop-space-material-
sciences
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Pak, China to release updated CPEC long term plan within 90 days: Ahsan
Igbal

Fawad Yousafzai

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan and China have agreed to publish an updated CPEC Long Term
Plan within 90 days, reflecting the convergence of Pakistan’s 5Es with the Five Corridors of
CPEC 2.0, while the Federal Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal has urged swift agreement on the
CPEC JCC minutes to send a strong signal of unity and decisiveness. The 14th Joint
Cooperation Committee (JCC) meeting of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
concluded in Beijing Friday, marking a historic milestone as the partnership between
Pakistan and China entered CPEC Phase-1l, said a statement issued here. In his closing
remarks Federal Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Minister Ahsan Igbal
emphasised the shared vision, renewed determination, and ambitious roadmap that will shape
the next stage of this transformative initiative. He underscored that the 14th JCC was not just
a review of past progress, but a reaffirmation of the collective resolve to deepen cooperation
and build a future of shared prosperity. Highlighting the forward-looking agenda, the minister
noted that CPEC Phase-Il will be driven by the Five Corridors of Growth, Innovation, Green
Development, Livelihood, and Regional Connectivity. These will be aligned with Pakistan’s
URAAN 5Es framework of Exports, E-Pakistan, Energy & Environment, and Equity &
Empowerment. “Together, these priorities will transform CPEC into a corridor of
industrialisation, technology, sustainability, and shared prosperity,” he stated. The
convergence is not abstract, but anchored in the Action Plan to Foster an Even Closer China-
Pakistan Community with a Shared Future, signed in September 2025. This plan lays out a
comprehensive agenda covering industrial cooperation, Special Economic Zones, agriculture
modernisation, maritime development, mining, and flagship connectivity projects such as
ML-1 Railway, Karakoram Highway (KKH) realignment, and Gwadar development. Ahsan
Igbal emphasised the urgency of implementing ML-1 and KKH realignment, noting their
strategic importance for uninterrupted connectivity between Pakistan and China. He stressed
that early execution of these projects would yield far-reaching economic dividends for the
entire region. To ensure sustained momentum, he proposed holding JCC meetings every six
months and convening Joint Working Groups quarterly during the first three years of Phase-
[. This institutional strengthening, he said, will guarantee effective coordination, timely
decision making, and results-oriented progress. Acknowledging the geopolitical challenges
and propaganda by anti-CPEC forces, the minister urged swift agreement on the JCC minutes
to send a strong signal of unity and decisiveness. He announced that Pakistan and China had
agreed to publish an updated CPEC Long Term Plan within 90 days, reflecting the
convergence of Pakistan’s 5Es with the Five Corridors of CPEC 2.0. Reassuring Chinese
partners, Ahsan Igbal affirmed Pakistan’s unwavering commitment to the safety and security
of all CPEC projects and every Chinese national working in Pakistan. He described CPEC
not only as a development initiative but as a symbol of the iron-clad friendship between
Pakistan and China, underpinned by trust, stability, and mutual respect. “CPEC is about
making China and Pakistan not only all-weather friends, but also partners in high-quality
development and innovation for the 21st century,” he said. With renewed determination, he
expressed confidence that the next decade of CPEC would bring even greater transformation
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than the last. He proposed that the 15th JCC meeting be held in May 2026 in Islamabad,
coinciding with the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and China,
further cementing the historic ties between the two nations.

https://www.nation.com.pk/27-Sep-2025/pak-china-release-updated-cpec-long-term-plan-
within-90-days-ahsan-igbal
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Business Recorder

Pak envoy to China opens ‘ambassador’s kitchen’

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambassador to China Khalil Hashmi inaugurated the
“Ambassador’s Kitchen” on the sidelines of the Euro-Asia Economic Forum 2025 in Xi’an.
The initiative highlights Pakistan’s rich culinary heritage, promotes cultural exchange, and
aims to deepen ties with Shaanxi province.

Speaking at the launch, Ambassador Hashmi emphasised the growing linkages between
Pakistan and Shaanxi, recalling the pivotal role of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to
the province in June 2024. He said the kitchen will serve as a platform to showcase
Pakistan’s hospitality, featuring signature products such as mangoes, basmati rice, and
Himalayan pink salt. He likened the event to the historic Silk Road, describing food as a
bridge for modern-day cultural diplomacy and economic cooperation, especially in
agriculture, food processing, and trade.

In another engagement at the forum, the Ambassador highlighted the significance of the
Euro-Asia Economic Forum as a platform rooted in the Silk Road spirit, fostering
connectivity, economic growth, and cultural exchange across Eurasia.

During the forum, Ambassador Hashmi also witnessed the signing of a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between Cyclon Technology Pvt. Ltd of Pakistan and Shaanxi Water
Development and Construction Group of China.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40384890/pak-envoy-to-china-opens-ambassadors-kitchen

Pakistan Observer

CPEC-II roadmap

THE conclusion of the 14th Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC) meeting in Beijing has
marked a new chapter in the historic China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) initiative —
the official launch of CPEC Phase-II.

This transition is not merely symbolic; it reflects the remarkable evolution of Pakistan-China
relations, rooted in mutual trust, strategic alignment and a shared vision for regional
prosperity.

The first phase of CPEC brought about transformative changes in our economic landscape. It
addressed the country’s chronic energy shortages, modernized critical transport and road
infrastructure. Power plants, highways and the development of Gwadar Port were not just
infrastructural upgrades; they were lifelines that reignited economic activity and instilled
investor confidence across the country. Now, as CPEC moves into Phase-Il, the scope and
ambition of the initiative have expanded significantly. Under the newly endorsed Action Plan
for the Next Decade, the focus shifts to industrialization, technological innovation,
agricultural modernization, mining, maritime development and the implementation of Special
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Economic Zones (SEZs). This phase is not just about building infrastructure—it is about
building capacity, generating employment and creating sustainable ecosystems for inclusive
growth. Minister for Planning Ahsan Igbal’s remarks at the closing session of the JCC were
not only forward-looking but reflective of the depth of the Pakistan-China relationship. His
call for institutional strengthening through biannual JCC meetings and quarterly working
group sessions underlines a commitment to accelerated and results-oriented execution.
Flagship connectivity projects like the ML-1 railway upgradation and Karakoram Highway
realignment have rightly been emphasized as strategic priorities. These initiatives are not just
of bilateral significance; they are cornerstones of regional integration, offering unprecedented
trade and transit potential across South and Central Asia. Their timely completion hence is
very important. Given the foundation of mutual respect and strategic trust between the two
countries, there is every reason to believe that this new phase will be pursued with even
greater vigour, speed and commitment than the first. As we step into this new phase, the
message is clear: CPEC is not just an economic initiative; it is a manifestation of a time-
tested friendship, a joint venture in hope, resilience and opportunity. With sustained
dedication, CPEC Phase-1l holds the promise of ushering in a new era of regional
connectivity, economic integration and shared prosperity — a future envisioned together and
built together.

https://pakobserver.net/cpec-ii-roadmap/

The Nation

CPEC Phase 11 officially launched at 14th JCC meeting: Planning minister

BEWING - Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal highlighted a new phase of cooperation under
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) at a media interaction session held in Beijing
Saturday, stressing that both sides had “formally launched CPEC Phase I1.”

Speaking to media after the 14th Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC) meeting on CPEC held
in Beijing, the minister said CPEC Phase Il aligns Pakistan’s Five Es Framework with the
new direction of the corridor. The framework, which envisions Pakistan’s transformation into
a $1 trillion economy by 2035, focuses on exports, equity, environment, energy, and e-
governance.

The minister explained that the two countries had agreed to establish five specialized
corridors that will shape the initiative’s next decade and beyond. These include a corridor of
growth to boost Pakistan’s exports, job creation, and economic expansion; a corridor of
livelihoods to target poverty alleviation and socio-economic uplift in underdeveloped areas; a
corridor of innovation to shift from brick-and-mortar projects toward enterprise, research, and
technology, including the creation of a Pakistan-China “digital silk route”; a green corridor to
prioritize renewable energy, sustainable growth, and climate resilience in the face of repeated
floods; and a corridor of open and regional connectivity to expand Pakistan’s transport
infrastructure, link it with Afghanistan and Central Asia, and extend the benefits of
connectivity beyond the two countries. Calling CPEC Phase Il people-centric, the minister
placed strong emphasis on youth and education. Pakistan has proposed training 10,000 Ph.D.
scholars in China’s top universities in fields such as artificial intelligence, engineering, and
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emerging sciences over the next decade. By 2047, Pakistan hopes to evolve into a $3 trillion,
technology-driven economy. He added that vocational and technical training will be
expanded in partnership with Chinese institutions to equip Pakistan’s young workforce with
practical, employment-oriented skills, China Economic Net reported. The minister shared
both sides also agreed to establish joint laboratories in artificial intelligence and quantum
computing, launch a “Future Skills Program” covering IT, robotics, fintech, and
biotechnology, and pilot climate-smart agriculture projects. Cooperation will further extend
to realigning the Karakoram Highway, developing a mineral corridor in Balochistan, and
enhancing multi-modal transport links with Central Asia. The minister stressed that
CPEC Phase Il will increasingly shift from government-to-government to business-to-
business collaboration. Following Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit earlier this month,
where $8.5 billion worth of agreements were signed at a Beijing business forum, Pakistan has
set up dedicated facilitation desks and eased visa processes to attract Chinese investment.

He reiterated Pakistan’s commitment to the safety of Chinese nationals, calling them guests
treated like family. Any security incidents, he said, were the work of foreign-sponsored
elements aimed at undermining bilateral cooperation, but Pakistan and China would defeat
such designs together.

Underscoring the unique nature of the partnership, the minister remarked that the friendship
between Pakistan and China “has never seen an autumn; it has always blossomed like
spring.” He stressed that Pakistan’s close ties with China are not at the expense of other
partners. “CPEC’s first decade transformed Pakistan’s infrastructure,” the minister
concluded. “The next phase will transform lives — bringing jobs, innovation, and hope for a
more advanced, inclusive economy.”

https://www.nation.com.pk/28-Sep-2025/cpec-phase-ii-officially-launched-14th-jcc-meeting-
planning-minister
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The News

With Rs565bn secured, Pakistan eyes CPEC plant dues settlement
Khalid Mustafa

ISLAMABAD: With Rs565 billion now available following a landmark Rs1,225 billion
financial arrangement with 18 commercial banks, the authorities are preparing to initiate
fresh negotiations with seven China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) coal-based
Independent Power Producers (IPPs) to settle long-standing liabilities.

The move is part of a broader strategy to stabilise the country’s power sector and reduce the
mounting circular debt. Out of the total Rs1,225 billion raised, Rs660 billion has been
allocated to clear debt parked in the Power Holding Company (PHL). The remaining Rs565
billion will be used to make payments to seven Chinese coal-fired IPPs, established under the
2015 Power Policy, as well as to 49 wind and solar power plants.

According to official sources, the government is seeking a waiver of Rs170 billion in late
payment interest (LPI) from the Chinese coal-based plants. This request mirrors the
successful renegotiation with local IPPs, who agreed to waive Rs377 billion in LPI. Talks
with the CPEC IPPs had previously stalled, as Chinese operators declined to waive
surcharges. However, with liquidity now available, authorities hope to resume negotiations
under more favourable conditions. The total outstanding dues to the seven CPEC coal-based
IPPs currently stand at Rs320 billion, comprising Rs150 billion in principal and Rs170 billion
in LPI. Authorities have already disbursed Rs100 billion, when the total dues previously
stood at Rs420 billion. They now seek a full waiver of the Rs170 billion LPI, leaving Rs150
billion to be paid in principal—if negotiations succeed. In parallel, the government is holding
talks with 49 wind and solar IPPs—with a combined generation capacity of around 2,500
MW. If successful, these negotiations could result in a Rs31 billion LPI waiver, with the
government clearing Rs49 billion in principal dues. Officials involved in the process
described the renewable IPP talks as “tough and complex,” citing the involvement of foreign
and multilateral lenders in many of the financing arrangements. Despite the complexity, a
majority of companies have reportedly shown flexibility and a willingness to settle under the
government’s terms. “Those who agree to the government’s terms will be paid after
deducting the LPL” a senior official said. “Those who do not accept the revised terms may
face a forensic audit of their accounts.” The government has already cleared all dues owed to
local IPPs and state-owned power plants, while nuclear and hydropower generation, already
cost-effective, remains outside the scope of this restructuring effort. As Pakistan pushes to
bring fiscal discipline and reform to its power sector, the outcome of ongoing talks—with
both CPEC coal plants and renewable IPPs—will be critical. A successful resolution would
mark a major step forward in restoring investor confidence, reducing circular debt, and
ensuring long-term energy sector sustainability. https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/1347373-
with-rs565bn-secured-pakistan-eyes-cpec-plant-dues-settlement
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People’s Daily

Pakistani minister praises CPEC clean energy project

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 16 (Xinhua) -- Pakistani Minister for Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal has hailed the Suki Kinari Hydropower Station project as a
milestone of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)'s clean energy drive, stressing
that it symbolizes the dividends of clean energy cooperation between the two countries. A
celebration ceremony was held in Islamabad on Monday to mark the first anniversary of the
commercial operation of the SK Hydropower Station, which was invested, constructed, and is
operated by China Energy Engineering Corporation (CEEC). In his address, Igbal praised the
SK Hydropower Station's outstanding operational performance over the past year. He
emphasized that the station has been a continuous source of clean energy, playing a pivotal
role in diversifying Pakistan's energy mix, reducing reliance on traditional fuels, and
strengthening national energy security. He reaffirmed the government of Pakistan's
commitment to fully supporting the project, enhancing safety measures, and advancing
deeper, higher-level cooperation with China. China is willing to continue deepening all-round
cooperation with Pakistan and jointly promote the building of an upgraded version of the
CPEC. Shah Jahan Mirza, managing director of the Private Power and Infrastructure Board of
Pakistan, noted that the SK Hydropower Station has become a critical force in driving
Pakistan's economic growth and safeguarding civilian electricity needs. He emphasized that
continued support will be provided to the SK Hydropower Station to further strengthen its
contribution to energy security and green transition. Officially commencing commercial
operations on September 14, 2024, the SK Hydropower Station has transmitted 2.8 billion
kWh of clean electricity to Pakistan and provided over 100 local jobs.
https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0917/c90000-20367236.html
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Xinhua News

Pakistani minister praises CPEC clean energy project

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 16 (Xinhua) -- Pakistani Minister for Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal has hailed the Suki Kinari Hydropower Station project as a
milestone of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)'s clean energy drive, stressing
that it symbolizes the dividends of clean energy cooperation between the two countries.

A celebration ceremony was held in Islamabad on Monday to mark the first anniversary of
the commercial operation of the SK Hydropower Station, which was invested, constructed,
and is operated by China Energy Engineering Corporation (CEEC).

In his address, Igbal praised the SK Hydropower Station's outstanding operational
performance over the past year. He emphasized that the station has been a continuous source
of clean energy, playing a pivotal role in diversifying Pakistan's energy mix, reducing
reliance on traditional fuels, and strengthening national energy security. He reaffirmed the
government of Pakistan's commitment to fully supporting the project, enhancing safety
measures, and advancing deeper, higher-level cooperation with China.

Shi Yuangiang, charge d'affaires of the Chinese embassy in Pakistan, highlighted that the SK
Hydropower Station, as a flagship project of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
showcases significant advantages in clean energy provision. China is willing to continue
deepening all-round cooperation with Pakistan and jointly promote the building of an
upgraded version of the CPEC.

Shah Jahan Mirza, managing director of the Private Power and Infrastructure Board of
Pakistan, noted that the SK Hydropower Station has become a critical force in driving
Pakistan's economic growth and safeguarding civilian electricity needs. He emphasized that
continued support will be provided to the SK Hydropower Station to further strengthen its
contribution to energy security and green transition.

Officially commencing commercial operations on September 14, 2024, the SK Hydropower
Station has transmitted 2.8 billion kWh of clean electricity to Pakistan and provided over 100
local jobs.

https://english.news.cn/20250917/d9bcd6b83b7a456a860f86a19384293f/c.html
September 19, 2025

People’s Daily

CPEC offers platform to redirect Pakistan's growth trajectory toward
green industrialization
ISLAMABAD, Sept. 18 (Xinhua) -- The second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) offers a strategic platform to redirect Pakistan's growth trajectory towards

green industrialization, providing opportunities to integrate low-carbon technologies and
promote sustainable development, said experts and officials.
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They made remarks on Tuesday during a seminar on green industrialization organized by the
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), an Islamabad-based think tank.

Speaking on the occasion, Shamshad Akhtar, former federal finance minister and governor of
State Bank of Pakistan, said that Pakistan has benefited from China's investments in
renewable energy, electric vehicles and solar panels.

"Policymakers need to prioritize green finance as a national imperative under its bilateral
cooperation with China under CPEC," she said, adding that Pakistan must align its
frameworks with China's rapidly evolving climate finance ecosystem by implementing
innovative financing models such as green bonds, debt-for-nature swaps, and green special
economic zones.

Describing CPEC as an opportunity for green industrialization, Mustafa Hyder Sayed,
executive director of the Islamabad-based think-tank Pakistan-China Institute, said that
CPEC's second phase must focus on renewables, battery storage and eco-industrial parks.

"Pakistan's geography makes it a natural pilot for green special economic zones," he said,
adding that private capital and Chinese expertise must be brought in to catalyze low-carbon
development.

Haroon Sharif, former Minister of State and Chairman of Pakistan's Board of Investment,
said that Pakistan should establish climate-based banking infrastructure, de-risking
mechanisms and private sector-led institutions to finance CPEC's green transition.

Sharif called for evidence-based policymaking and strategic reforms to align Pakistan's
economy with the demands of a low-carbon future.

Wang Shengjie, counsellor at the Chinese embassy in Pakistan, said China is committed to
expanding international cooperation in green finance.

China is also willing to inject Chinese momentum and provide public goods for global
sustainable development and addressing climate change in terms of policy systems,
partnerships, and practical cooperation, Wang said.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0919/c90000-20368122.html
September 25, 2025

People’s Daily

A Pakistani scholar's vision: driving China-Pakistan exchanges in big data

GUIYANG, Sept. 25 (Xinhua) -- What does a seamless 5G connection on a bullet train
speeding at 300 kilometers per hour represent? For Ubaid Ur Rahman, a Pakistani PhD
student in China, it is not just a technological feat -- it is the moment a powerful vision
crystallized: to drive China-Pakistan tech exchanges between his homeland and China.

Ubaid, majoring in cybersecurity at Huazhong University of Science and Technology in
central China's Hubei Province, first set foot in China in September 2023. "During my
research, | found that China is excelling in Al, which was why I chose China," he said.
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The achievement of stable 5G on high-speed trains a few years ago, which Ubaid described
as "a dream for us at that time," was just the beginning of his admiration.

He witnessed the technology's deep integration into daily life. "In China, 5G is almost
ubiquitous; even some toys incorporate 5G technology," he said.

His learning journey accelerated at the 2025 China International Big Data Industry Expo in
Guiyang, capital of southwest China's Guizhou Province, last month.

There, he engaged with leading global Al companies and witnessed their latest breakthroughs
firsthand. "With the accessibility of big data for everyone, Al will be more robust, more
credible and more effective," noted Ubaid, whose expertise lies at the intersection of Al and
cybersecurity.

The expo's host province, Guizhou, is a testament to China's strategic data vision. Its cool
climate and location away from major earthquake zones provide an ideal, naturally air-
conditioned, and safe reservoir for the country's booming data industry.

Beyond the technological marvels, Ubaid saw a gap that needed to be bridged. "The China-
Pakistan relationship is great. Our governments are good friends, but now | want to bridge the
gap between the companies that are doing the actual work," he said.

With Pakistan showing keen interest in Web 3.0 and blockchain, Ubaid told Xinhua that his
goal in coming to China was to seek opportunities for both his personal growth and the
benefit of his country.

"I want to take the experiences and technologies learned in China back to Pakistan. | hope to
bridge the gap between Pakistan and China. | desire to be a part of China's growing industries
in both culture and science and technology," he added.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0925/c90000-20370906.html
September 26, 2025

China Daily
CPEC 2.0 a highway to shared prosperity

Ahsan Igbal

When the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was launched in 2013 as the flagship
of the Belt and Road Initiative, it was little more than a bold vision on paper. Pakistan was
facing crippling energy shortages, inadequate infrastructure and stagnant growth. Few could
imagine how profoundly the CPEC would transform the country's economic landscape within
just a decade. Yet today, that vision has become a living reality, reshaping Pakistan's
connectivity, energy security and development outlook while deepening our strategic
partnership with China.

The first phase of the CPEC has delivered what once seemed unimaginable. In energy, 17
major projects with a combined capacity of 8,904 megawatts were completed, supported by
two coal mines and the country's first 660 kV HVDC transmission line, representing nearly



Gleanings from the National and Chinese Press China-Pakistan and CPEC

$18 billion of investment. These projects helped end the crippling power shortages that had
darkened homes and stifled industries. The long-overlooked coal reserves of Thar are now
producing electricity, powering factories and households, and providing Pakistan with much-
needed energy security. For millions of citizens, the CPEC today means light in their homes,
jobs in their communities, and renewed hope in their future.

Beyond energy, the CPEC's transport infrastructure has connected the country like never
before. Eight major projects worth $6.7 billion have already added 888 kilometers of modern
highways and motorways, while another 853 km are under construction. Among them, the
Havelian — Thakot section of the Karakoram Highway stands out as a flagship,
internationally recognized for its excellence and strategic significance. These highways are
more than stretches of asphalt — they are arteries of commerce that reduce travel times, open
new markets, and bring previously isolated regions into the fold of national development.
Alongside roads, the 820-km optical fiber cable from Khunjerab Pass to Rawalpindi has
given Pakistan its first land-based digital connectivity with China, while the Orange Line
Metro Train has introduced modern and efficient public transport in Lahore. Step by step, the
CPEC has transformed the way Pakistanis travel, trade and connect.

Nowhere is this transformation more visible than in Gwadar. Once a quiet fishing town, it is
steadily evolving into Pakistan's maritime gateway. The port and its surrounding
infrastructure, supported by grant-based Chinese projects, are reshaping the socio-economic
landscape of Balochistan. A state-of-the-art hospital, a vocational training institute, a water
desalination plant, solar home systems and the new Gwadar International Airport are not just
facilities — they are instruments of inclusion, improving the lives of local communities while
positioning Gwadar as a hub of regional trade and connectivity. What was once a distant
dream on the map is becoming a tangible reality on the ground.

These achievements of the CPEC Phase-l, however, are not an end in themselves.
Foundations alone do not build a house; they only prepare the ground. The next decade of the
CPEC must go beyond laying infrastructure to driving industrialization, creating jobs,
boosting exports and empowering people. The promise of Phase-1l of the CPEC is to
transform connectivity into commerce, infrastructure into opportunity, and partnership into
shared prosperity.

The road map for this transformation is being framed at the 14th Joint Cooperation
Committee meeting of the CPEC.Pakistan and China will align the next phase with Pakistan's
National Economic Transformation Plan, built on the framework of the 5Es: Exports, E-
Pakistan, Energy/Environment and Equity &Empowerment. To deliver on these priorities, the
CPEC Phase-Il will advance through five new corridors of cooperation: growth, innovation,
green, livelihood and regional connectivity. Each of these represents not just a project stream,
but a vision of how Pakistan and China can shape a sustainable and inclusive future together.

Already, progress is visible. Special economic zones (SEZs) are being developed, offering
tax incentives, customs exemptions and modern infrastructure to attract investment. With
affordable labor, a strategic location and improving energy and logistics, Pakistan is
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emerging as a competitive investment destination at the crossroad of South Asia, Central Asia
and the Middle East. These SEZs will not only bring in investment but also integrate
Pakistani businesses into global value chains, create thousands of jobs, and expand exports.

Agriculture, too, is beginning a new chapter. Pakistan has begun exporting red chillies,
sesame, beef and animal skins to China, marking the rise of agriexports under the CPEC. But
the real opportunity lies in modernization. By introducing advanced technologies, improving
research, and applying modern farming practices, we can significantly increase yields, reduce
post-harvest losses and improve farmer incomes. Collaboration with China's Xinjiang Uygur
autonomous region, where agricultural technology is highly developed, offers great promise
for accelerating this transformation. A modernized agriculture sector will not only ensure
food security but also open new export markets, creating opportunities for rural communities
and strengthening the national economy.

Technology and innovation will serve as another pillar of the next phase. Dedicated joint
working groups on science and technology and information technology have been formed to
drive collaboration in cutting-edge fields such as artificial intelligence, e-commerce, and
digital connectivity. Investments in fiberoptic networks, digital skills training, and e-
governance will build the foundations of a knowledge-based economy. For Pakistan's youth,
this means not only competing globally in the industries of the future but also ensuring that
the benefits of digital transformation reach every citizen. The shift from government-to-
government projects to business-to-business partnerships will define the CPEC Phase-IlI.
Private capital, entrepreneurial energy and technological innovation must now become
central drivers of the corridor. This transformation is already taking shape. In the recent Pak-
China B2B Investment Conference in Beijing, nearly 800 firms from both countries
participated, resulting in joint ventures and MoUs worth $8.5 billion. Such partnerships
demonstrate the vast opportunities for collaboration and innovation beyond traditional state-
led projects. To succeed, however, inclusivity and sustainability must be at the heart of the
CPEC's next phase. The benefits of this partnership must reach not just the major cities, but
every province, district and household. Equity and empowerment will ensure that prosperity
is shared widely, while environmental safeguards will guarantee that growth is climate-
resilient and sustainable. Pakistan has also taken strong measures to ensure the security of
CPEC projects and personnel, recognizing that peace and stability are the essential
foundations for progress. Our commitment to providing a safe, enabling environment for
investment and development remains unwavering. The first decade of the CPEC gave
Pakistan new roads, new power plants and a new port. The next decade will give us new
industries, new technologies, new markets, and above all, create new opportunities for our
people. It will create jobs, expand exports, strengthen sustainability and deepen regional
integration. As Pakistan and China enter this next chapter, the challenge is not just to build
more infrastructure, but to turn infrastructure into opportunity, and opportunity into
prosperity. The first decade of the CPEC changed Pakistan's landscape. The next decade can
change its destiny. Together, Pakistan and China must ensure that the CPEC is not just
remembered as a corridor of concrete, but celebrated as a corridor of hope, progress, and
shared  prosperity for our two nations and for the wider region.
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202509/26/\WWS68d5d677a3108622abca3030.html
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Global Times

A Pakistani scholar’s vision: driving China-Pakistan exchanges in big data

What does a seamless 5G connection on a bullet train speeding at 300 kilometers per hour
represent? For Ubaid Ur Rahman, a Pakistani PhD student in China, it is not just a
technological feat -- it is the moment a powerful vision crystallized: to drive China-Pakistan
tech exchanges between his homeland and China.

Ubaid, majoring in cybersecurity at Huazhong University of Science and Technology in
central China's Hubei Province, first set foot in China in September 2023. "During my
research, | found that China is excelling in Al, which was why | chose China," he said.

The achievement of stable 5G on high-speed trains a few years ago, which Ubaid described
as "a dream for us at that time," was just the beginning of his admiration.

He witnessed the technology's deep integration into daily life. "In China, 5G is almost
ubiquitous; even some toys incorporate 5G technology,"” he said.

His learning journey accelerated at the 2025 China International Big Data Industry Expo in
Guiyang, capital of southwest China's Guizhou Province, last month.

There, he engaged with leading global Al companies and witnessed their latest breakthroughs
firsthand. "With the accessibility of big data for everyone, Al will be more robust, more
credible and more effective,” noted Ubaid, whose expertise lies at the intersection of Al and
cybersecurity.

The expo's host province, Guizhou, is a testament to China's strategic data vision. Its cool
climate and location away from major earthquake zones provide an ideal, naturally air-
conditioned, and safe reservoir for the country's booming data industry.

Beyond the technological marvels, Ubaid saw a gap that needed to be bridged. "The China-
Pakistan relationship is great. Our governments are good friends, but now | want to bridge the
gap between the companies that are doing the actual work," he said.

With Pakistan showing keen interest in Web 3.0 and blockchain, Ubaid told Xinhua that his
goal in coming to China was to seek opportunities for both his personal growth and the
benefit of his country.

"I want to take the experiences and technologies learned in China back to Pakistan. | hope to
bridge the gap between Pakistan and China. | desire to be a part of China's growing industries
in both culture and science and technology," he added.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202509/1344537.shtml
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Global Times

China dispatches flood relief supplies to Pakistan with Y-20 aircraft

The first batch of emergency supplies provided by the Chinese government for flood relief in
Pakistan has arrived in Islamabad on Sunday, according to the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan,
reported China Central Television (CCTV). It was dispatched from Zhengzhou, Central
China's Henan Province, earlier on Sunday.

The first batch of relief materials, mainly including tents, blankets, and other essential
items, were transported by two Chinese Air Force Y-20 aircraft to Islamabad, Xinhua News
Agency reported.

China promptly provided $2 million in emergency assistance to Pakistan after the country
was hit by severe flooding since June this year.

To further support Pakistan in disaster relief and post-disaster reconstruction, the Chinese
government has decided to provide additional emergency flood relief supplies valued at 100
million yuan ($14.02 million), said Li Ming, spokesperson for China International
Development Cooperation Agency, Xinhua reported.

These supplies primarily include life jackets, tents, blankets, sleeping bags, and assault boats.

The remaining batches of relief materials are being promptly assembled and will be
dispatched in the coming days, according to the report.

More than 4.2 million people have been affected by monsoon floods in Pakistan's Punjab
province, with southern districts bearing the brunt, Xinhua reported on Saturday, citing a
rapid needs assessment released by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs.

The survey, conducted jointly with the provincial government from Sept. 8 to 18, covered
nearly 2,000 villages in 18 flood-affected districts.

The assessment found that around 2.8 million people were displaced, about 161,700 houses
were damaged, and health and education infrastructure also suffered extensive damage.

According to Pakistan's National Disaster Management Authority, around three million
people were rescued or evacuated between June 26 and September 19 nationwide.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202509/1344642.shtml

Xinhua News

China delivers flood relief supplies to Pakistan

BEIJING, Sept. 28 (Xinhua) -- The first batch of emergency flood relief supplies provided by
the Chinese government to Pakistan was dispatched from central China's Zhengzhou on
Sunday, according to the Chinese Air Force.



Gleanings from the National and Chinese Press China-Pakistan and CPEC

Two Y-20 transport aircraft delivered the supplies, including tents and blankets, to
Islamabad, Pakistan's capital.

Pakistan has suffered from severe floods since June, resulting in heavy casualties and
property damage. In response, China provided Pakistan with 2 million U.S. dollars in
emergency assistance.

To further support Pakistan's post-flood reconstruction, the Chinese government has decided
to provide an additional 100 million yuan (about 14 million U.S. dollars) worth of emergency
flood relief supplies.

The remaining supplies are now being urgently prepared and will be shipped in the coming
days.

Staff members prepare to load flood relief supplies provided by the Chinese government to
Pakistan at Zhengzhou Xinzheng International Airport in Zhengzhou, central China's Henan
Province, Sept. 27, 2025. The first batch of emergency flood relief supplies provided by the
Chinese government to Pakistan was dispatched from central China's Zhengzhou on Sunday,
according to the Chinese Air Force.

Two Y-20 transport aircraft delivered the supplies, including tents and blankets, to
Islamabad, Pakistan's capital. (Xinhua/Hao Yuan)

Staff members load flood relief supplies provided by the Chinese government to Pakistan at
Zhengzhou Xinzheng International Airport in Zhengzhou, central China's Henan Province,
Sept. 27, 2025. The first batch of emergency flood relief supplies provided by the Chinese
government to Pakistan was dispatched from central China's Zhengzhou on Sunday,
according to the Chinese Air Force.

Two Y-20 transport aircraft delivered the supplies, including tents and blankets, to
Islamabad, Pakistan's capital.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20250928/53f0706e568b4833bbe218f5e50810fa/c.html
September 29, 2025

People’s Daily

China delivers flood relief supplies to Pakistan

BEIJING, Sept. 28 (Xinhua) -- The first batch of emergency flood relief supplies provided by
the Chinese government to Pakistan was dispatched from central China's Zhengzhou on
Sunday, according to the Chinese Air Force.

Two Y-20 transport aircraft delivered the supplies, including tents and blankets, to
Islamabad, Pakistan's capital.

Pakistan has suffered from severe floods since June, resulting in heavy casualties and
property damage. In response, China provided Pakistan with 2 million U.S. dollars in
emergency assistance.


https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20250928/53f0706e568b4833bbe218f5e50810fa/c.html
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To further support Pakistan's post-flood reconstruction, the Chinese government has decided
to provide an additional 100 million yuan (about 14 million U.S. dollars) worth of emergency
flood relief supplies.

The remaining supplies are now being urgently prepared and will be shipped in the coming
days.

Staff members prepare to load flood relief supplies provided by the Chinese government to
Pakistan at Zhengzhou Xinzheng International Airport in Zhengzhou, central China's Henan
Province, Sept. 27, 2025. (Xinhua/Hao Yuan) Staff members load flood relief supplies
provided by the Chinese government to Pakistan at Zhengzhou Xinzheng International
Airport in Zhengzhou, central China's Henan Province, Sept. 27, 2025. (Xinhua/Hao Yuan)
Staff members load flood relief supplies provided by the Chinese government to Pakistan at
Zhengzhou Xinzheng International Airport in Zhengzhou, central China's Henan Province,
Sept. 27, 2025. (Xinhua/Hao Yuan)

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0929/c90000-20372602.html




